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Wildlife and Airports? 

According to the Federal Aviation Administration Wildlife Strike 

Database Website: 

 

Á The first reported bird strike was by Orville Wright in 1905.  

Á The FAA has maintained a wildlife strike database since 1990.  

Á The FAA wildlife strike database has recorded over 121,000 (Civil 

and USAF) wildlife strikes between 1990 and 2010.  

 

 
http://wildlife-mitigation.tc.faa.gov/wildlife/  



NAFPI, August 16-18, 2011 

Wildlife as FOD? 

AP Photo 

The January 9, 2009 emergency landing of USAirways Flight 1549 on the 

Hudson River heightened public awareness of the Bird/Wildlife Strike issue.  
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Wildlife as FOD? 

Á According to Wildlife Strikes to Civil Aircraft in the United States 1990-2009 

(FAA National Strike Database Serial Report #16): 

Á Over 16,000 incidents of adverse affect (damage, effect on flight) due to Wildlife 

Strikes were reported to civil aircraft  (2010 Report not yet published) 

Á Total indirect and direct costs for this timeframe are reported to exceed $400 

million. 

Á The Report estimates that only 39% of Part 139 and 5% of General Aviation 

aircraft report Strikes.  

Á Since 1990 there have been a total of 209 injuries resulting from wildlife Strikes.  

Á Since 1990, there have been a total of 23 fatalities attributed to wildlife Strikes 

with US civil aircraft.  

Á The reported costs average $123 million per year but when costs are estimated 

based on 80% of strikes that were not reported the cost could be as high as 

$614 million per year 
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Wildlife as FOD 

According to the FAAôs Wildlife Strike Database: 

Á Over 40% of Strikes were reported to occur at or below 100ô AGL, and 72% 

occurred below 500ô AGL. 

Á 30% of Damaging Strikes were reported to occur at or below 100ô AGL, and 

58% were reported below 500ô AGL.  

 

Takeoff roll, Dulles. March 9, 2002. Damage 

estimates: $200,000  

http://wildlife-mitigation.tc.faa.gov/wildlife/gallery.aspx
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Addressing Wildlife as FOD 

Á Proactive Measures- 

 Preventive: 

Á Fences 

Á Habitat Management 

ÁAOA and off AOA 

Á Planning 

ÁOn airport, off airport 

Á Communication 

ÁOn airport, off airport 

 

Á Reactive Measures- 

 Deterrents: 

Á Pyrotechnics 

Á Lights 

Á Deterrent devices (anti-perching, 

netting, sound) 

Á Be creative or open to suggested 

approaches that might fit YOUR 

airportôs design and needs  
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Á Proactive Measures- 

 Preventive: 

Á Fences 

Á At least 6ô tall 

Á Barbed wire 

Á Mammal exclusion 

Á Mowstrip 

Á Fence skirt 

ÁMinimum 4ò between gaps 
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Á Proactive Measures- 

 Preventive: 

Á Fences 

Á Minimum 6ô tall 

Á Barbed wire 

Á Mammal exclusion 

ÁMaximum 4ò gap limits 
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Á Proactive Measures- 

 Preventive: 

Á Fences 

Á At least 6ô tall 

Á Barbed wire 

Á Mammal exclusion 

ÁMinimum 4ò between gaps 
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Á Proactive Measures- 

 Preventive: 

Á Fences 

Á Habitat Management 

ÁAOA and off AOA 

ÁSchedule regular maintenance 

ÁGrass, drains, trees 

 

Addressing Wildlife as FOD 
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Á Proactive Measures- 

 Preventive: 

Á Fences 

Á Habitat Management 

ÁAOA and off AOA 

Á Planning 

ÁOn airport, off airport 
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Á Proactive Measures- 

 Preventive: 

Á Fences 

Á Habitat Management 

ÁAOA and off AOA 

Á Planning 

ÁOn airport, off airport 

Á Communication 

Á On airport, off airport 

Á Post signs 

Á Communicate regularly to 

employees, tenants, contractors 

Addressing Wildlife as FOD 

Stewards of Our Airportõs Resources 
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Addressing Wildlife as FOD 

Á Reactive Measures- 

 Deterrents: 

Á Pyrotechnics 
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Addressing Wildlife as FOD 

Á Reactive Measures- 

 Deterrents: 

Á Pyrotechnics 

Á Lights, lasers 
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Addressing Wildlife as FOD 

Á Reactive Measures- 

 Deterrents: 

 

Á Pyrotechnics 

Á Lights 

Á Deterrent devices (anti-perching, 

netting, grape fog, ultra sonic sound 

devices) 
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Addressing Wildlife as FOD 

Á Reactive Measures- 

 Deterrents: 

 

Á Pyrotechnics 

Á Lights 

Á Deterrent devices (anti-perching, 

netting, fences) 

Á Be creative or open to suggested 

approaches that might fit YOUR 

airportôs design and needsé 

Nothing is 100% effective. Be open to innovative ideasé 
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Addressing Wildlife as FOD 

Think  outside the boxé!! 
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Wildlife Technology- New approaches to aid in bird detection 

SRCôs BSTAR Avian Surveillance 
and Warning System 

19 Geo Marineôs Mobile Avian Radar System 


